TOWN OF PEARL RIVER
COUNCIL MEETING
October 21, 2025, at 7:00 P.M.

CALL TO ORDER:
The Council Meeting was held at the Pearl River Town Hall and called to order by Mayor Lee at
7:00 p.m.

INVOCATION:
The Invocation was given by Alderman Galloway.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Lee.

ROLL CALL:
Present: Alderman Phillips, Alderman Franatovich, Alderman Moray, Alderman Galloway and
Alderman Schultheis, also present; Mayor Lee, Attorney Tim Mathison and Chief Jack Sessions.

SPECIAL GUEST:

Keeley Smith — Emergency Preparedness: Clint Ory with St Tammany Parish Emergency
Preparedness has suggested that the Town create an Emergency Preparedness Committee, as well
as address the speed in which the trains travel. Ms. Smith also presented data in reference to train
derailments throughout the United States. Fire Chief Dockery has been in contact with Fire District
1 in Slidell who currently has a Haz-Mat team to have game plan in place in the event of a train
derailment.

Pearl River High FFA - Aiden Franatovich gave an update on the progress and purpose of the
community garden. The FFA is accepting sponsorships to help fund the community garden project.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Mayor Lee called for the approval of the minutes for the September 16, 2025, Council Meeting.
Alderman Moray made a motion to accept, seconded by Alderman Schultheis. Mayor Lee called
for a roll call vote; Alderman Phillips, Yea; Alderman Franatovich, Yea; Alderman Moray, Yea;
Alderman Galloway, Yea; Alderman Schultheis, Yea. All in favor, So moved.

RESOLUTIONS -

Resolution No. R25-10-01 — A Resolution calling an election for the renewal of Y4 cent sewer
department sales tax. Alderman Schultheis made a motion to accept, seconded by Alderman
Moray.



Discussion: Alderman Moray explained by law the sewer system must be self-sustaining. This
tax renewal will generate appr $300,000.00. It is generated by anyone who spends money in the
Town of Pearl River, grocery stores, restaurants, gas, etc. This renewal will be on the ballot in
April 2026. If the tax renewal fails, the burden of the cost to keep up the system in working
order will fall on the residents. The Town will have no alternative but to raise the monthly rate.
This increase could be between $25.00 - $75.00 per household.

Mayor Lee called for a roll call vote; Alderman Phillips, Yea; Alderman Franatovich, Yea;
Alderman Moray, Yea; Alderman Galloway, Yea; Alderman Schultheis, Yea. All in favor, So
moved.

PUBLIC HEARINGS
Ordinance 25-09-16 (A) — An Ordinance relative to amending the FY2025 budget.
Alderman Moray made a motion to accept, seconded by Alderman Schultheis.

Discussion: Mayor Lee states that the audit has been completed. We propose moving an
additional $75,000.00 to the Police Department, giving them a total of 2.1 million for the year.
Additional funds will be used to replace the splash pad that is outdated and in disrepair. We will
be advertising for sealed bids beginning next week for this project. We also have capital outlay
funds in the amount of $160,000.00 for street dept and $460,000.00 for sewer repairs. The Town
needs to match 25% of the capital outlay funds. In the past 3 years this administration has
brought in appr I million dollars in funds for repairs and upgrades.

Major Dean states that they had a very productive meeting regarding the budget. After reviewing
the budget, it is still appr. $80,000.00 less than originally requested. The additional $75,000.00
funds will allow the furloughed employees to return to regular full-time hours.

Mayor Lee called for a roll call vote; Alderman Phillips, Yea; Alderman Franatovich, Yea;
Alderman Moray, Yea; Alderman Galloway, Yea; Alderman Schultheis, Yea. All in favor, So
moved.

Ordinance 25-09-16 (B) — An Ordinance relative to the compensation of elected officials.
Alderman Galloway made a motion to accept, seconded by Alderman Franatovich.

Discussion: Alderman Moray: When consideration for raises was discussed no specific amounts
we disclosed. As an Alderman I feel that the compensation is fair. This is a very part-time
position. As for the Mayor, I believe that the position is full-time. He does drive a bus, but he is
here before and after his route as well as attending other meetings. It is not part time for him. I
think it should be tabled and revisited next year for the next administration. The amounts are too
much. I would suggest a workshop. Both Alderman Moray and Schultheis feel that the raises
should be for the next administration. The general opinion from the floor is that the raises are too
high and should be for the next administration. Alderman Galloway: The elected officials have
not received raises since 2014. I googled the amount the dollar amount from 2014 to what that
amount is worth today. That is how I came up with the figure. Question from the floor: How
many hours do you actually work a month? The proposed amount seems excessive. Response: It
is hard to put a number on the actual number of hours worked. Alderman Galloway would like to
vote on the ordinance instead of it being tabled. Question from the floor; Why aren’t we voting
on raising for the Police Department. The council votes on the budget the Chief is responsible
for managing the allocated funds for the Police Department and issuing raises.



Alderman Moray called for question.
Mayor Lee called for a roll call vote; Alderman Phillips, Nay; Alderman Franatovich, Nay;
Alderman Moray, Nay; Alderman Galloway, Yea; Alderman Schultheis, Nay. Motion Failed.

ADMINISTRATIVE COMMENTS & REPORTS -Mayor Lee:

We received $160,000.00 in capital outlay funds we will begin on Holmes St. Sealed bids should
begin in Dec or Jan 2026 We have also received $460,000.00 received for the sewer
repair/upgrades have already begun on Craddock Lane. We have multiple broken lines that we
will be addressing on Craddock Lane, Pine St and McQueen Rd. The splash pad installation goes
out for sealed bids next week. The goal is to be completed by May 1, 2026. The new splash pad
will have a swamp theme. The Christmas program will be held on Friday, December 5, 2025, at
6:30 pm. Mayor Lee stated that Budget vs Actual Report were placed in the Alderman's boxes.

LEGISLATIVE COMMENTS & REPORTS -
Alderman Schultheis — Trunk or Treat this Saturday 10/25/2025 from 5:00 pm — 8:00 pm as
well as Night Out Against Crime.

Alderman Galloway - No additional comments

Alderman Moray - Glad that the meeting went well. There are a lot of things going on and we
are working hard.

Alderman Franatovich — No additional comments

Alderman Phillips — PRH football game was moved to Thursday the 30th. At the STMA in
Folsom, Peter Eagan spoke about new insurance companies coming to Louisiana hopefully
homeowners’ insurance rates will start to decrease.

POLICE CHIEF COMMENTS & REPORTS - Chief Sessions —

Captain Gerald Young gave the Police Report for the month of September 2025.

See attached for complete report.

Comments: Mayor Dean stated that they did not receive the original budget that was requested. If
he knew he had to work within the budget given at the beginning of the year he would have. That
budget would result a patrolman during the day and no patrol at night. These are the facts, and
every single Alderman should know that. We were told if additional funds were available the
Mayor would propose it to the council. We operated as we always have. We always received
additional funds. Every agency around us the STPSO and Slidell PD have just received big raises.
Our officers start at $19.50 hr. In Leland Mississippi they had a mass shooting 6 dead 10 shot in a
small town just like us. Other small towns as well. You have to fund this police department so we
can give raises. We need to be able to compete with other agencies. Let’s speak the truth and find
the facts.

FIRE DISTRICT 11 - CHIEF DOCKERY - See attached for complete report.
The Fire Dept will be at the Trunk or Treat on Saturday night and at PRH on Halloween Night.

RECREATION DISTRICT #5 - Skip Phillips: Flag Football started with 60 participates both
boys and girls. The boat launch is looking good the lights are going up. We received a new board
member, Ms. Sarah Holloway. Finalized our capital outlay. Looking for donation of plants, fruit



trees and native trees More improvements are in the works. The dredging funds are in the
process of being allocated. We will only be dredging the last 700 ft.

PLANNING & ZONING - Skip Phillips - We have 4 request to subdivide property and 2 of
the requests are not in our growth plan. Should we hold off on new annexations until the sewer
project is complete? The major will check with the engineers.

PARISH COUNCIL DISTRICT #9 - David Cougle — The Levee building on Military Rd is
now empty. Possible use could be Rec Dist. 5 along with COAST. The council is currently in
Budget hearings. The DA’s office will probably receive a 30% decrease in their budget; Septic
ordinance is still being worked out. The council would like to convert 2 seats to at large. New
Ordinance passed that will make the agendas easier to read.

SCHOOL BOARD - Mike Peterson — No Representative

EXECUTIVE SESSION - Alderman Schultheis made a motion to move to an Executive
Session. Seconded by Alderman Galloway. All in favor, So moved.

ADJOURNED
CD’s available to purchase.
MEETING ADJOURNED
AT 9:17 P.M.

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED THE 18th DAY OF November 2025

Hon@ Joe D. Lee Maude Griffis, Town Clerk; E




Jack Sessions, Chief of Police
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October 21, 2025

September 1, 2025 thru September 30, 2025—PRPD STATS

Calls for service-1197
Traffic Stops- 352
Follow up Investigations-16

Officer Carpenter initiated a traffic stop after observing a vehicle exceeding the -~
speed limit. Upon approaching the vehicle, it was discovered that the driver had
an outstanding warrant for a robbery that occurred in New Orleans, Louisiana.

In a separate incident, a stolen Bobcat construction machine was located and
successfully recovered. This machinery, valued at $58,000, was promptly
returned to its rightful owner. Authorities have identified the suspect responsible
for the theft of the Bobcat and are pursuing further leads in the case.

Additionally, a report of a sexual assault has been filed, detailing a troubling
incident where the suspect physically attacked the victim, resulting in a
laceration to her face before proceeding with the assault. Detective Polk is
leading the investigation into this case and has managed to apprehend the
suspect, who is currently in custody awaiting further legal proceedings.

In the early morning hours, the PRPD SRT team, led by Msgt. Polk, in
collaboration with the Louisiana Bureau of Investigation, executed a
meticulously planned search warrant. This operation resulted in the arrest of
one individual suspected of possessing materials related to child sexual
pornography. The investigation highlights the ongoing efforts of law
enforcement agencies to combat such_heinous crimes and protect vulnerable

children from exploitation. %

39470 Willis Alley - Pearl River, Louisiana 70452 Phone (985) 863-5711
www.pearlriverpolice.com




ST. TAMMANY FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT NO. 11

October 21, 2025

EMS

MVA

Service / Gl
Trash/Grass Fire
Dispatched/ Cancel

Police Matter

Total

43

11

70

) Jack Dockery, Fire Chief

Chiefs Report

For September 2025

P.O. Box 1210

Peari River, LA 70452
Phone: 985.863.3132
Fax: 985.863.1834
www.stfpd11.org



