TOWN OF PEARL RIVER
COUNCIL MEETING
September 16th, 2025, at 7:00 P.M.

CALL TO ORDER:
The Council Meeting was held at the Pearl River Town Hall and called to order by Mayor Lee at
7:00 p.m.

INVOCATION:
The Invocation was given by Alderman Galloway.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Lee.

ROLL CALL:

Present: Alderman Phillips (Absent), Alderman Franatovich, Alderman Moray, Alderman
Galloway and Alderman Schultheis, also present; Mayor Lee, Attorney Tim Mathison and Chief
Jack Sessions.

SPECIAL GUEST: Pearl River High FFA — Makalya White gave an update on the progress of
the community garden.

PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Sewer Department Sales Tax Election — Mayor Lee, read the following Announcement of Public
Meeting: Notice is hereby given that at its meeting to be held on Tuesday, October 21, 2025, at
7:00 p.m., at its regular meeting place, the Town Hall, 39460 Willis Alley, Pearl River, Louisiana,
the Town Council of the Town of Pearl River, State of Louisiana, plans to consider a resolution
ordering and calling an election to ne held in the Town of Pearl River, State of Louisiana to
authorize the renewal of a sales and use tax therein.

SPECIAL GUEST: Todd Tournillion, representing Richard CPA’s —~ Presentation of FY24
Audit:

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Mayor Lee called for the approval of the minutes for the August 19, 2025, Council Meeting.
Alderman Galloway made a motion to accept, seconded by Alderman Schultheis. Mayor Lee
called for a roll call vote; Alderman Franatovich, Yea; Alderman Moray, Yea; Alderman
Galloway, Yea; Alderman Schultheis, Yea. All in favor, So moved.



TABLED ITEMS: MINUTE APPROVAL - AUGUST 13, 2025 AND AUGUST 14, 2025
SPECIAL MEETINGS:

Mayor Lee called for a motion to take off the table. Motion made by Alderman Galloway,
seconded by Alderman Schultheis. All in favor, So moved.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Mayor Lee called for the approval of the minutes for the August 13, 2025, Special Council
Meeting. Alderman Galloway made a motion to accept, seconded by Alderman Schultheis.
Mayor Lee called for a roll call vote; Alderman Franatovich, Yea; Alderman Moray, Yea;
Alderman Galloway, Yea; Alderman Schultheis, Yea. All in favor, So moved.

Mayor Lee called for the approval of the minutes for the August 13, 2025, Special Council
Meeting. Alderman Schultheis made a motion to accept, seconded by Alderman Galloway.
Mayor Lee called for a roll call vote; Alderman Franatovich, Yea; Alderman Moray, Yea,;
Alderman Galloway, Yea; Alderman Schultheis, Yea. All in favor, So moved.

ORDINANCE INTRODUCTIONS:

Ordinance 25-09-16 (A) — An ordinance relative to amending the FY2025 budget.

Ordinance 25-09-16 (B) — An ordinance relative to the compensation of elected officials.
There will be a public hearing on these Ordinance on October 21, 2025, AT Town Hall at
7:00 p.m.

RESOLUTIONS -

Resolution No. 25-09-01 — A Resolution relative to surplus property. Chief Sessions has
requested that the F-150 be removed from the auction list.

Alderman Schultheis made a motion to accept, seconded by Alderman Moray. Mayor Lee called
for a roll call vote; Alderman Franatovich, Yea; Alderman Moray, Yea; Alderman Galloway,
Yea; Alderman Schultheis, Yea. All in favor, So moved.

Resolution No. 25-09-02 — A Resolution relative to the FY2026-2027 CDBG Program.
Alderman Schultheis made a motion to accept, seconded by Alderman Galloway. Mayor Lee
called for a roll call vote; Alderman Franatovich, Yea; Alderman Moray, Yea; Alderman
Galloway, Yea; Alderman Schultheis, Yea. All in favor, So moved.

ADMINISTRATIVE COMMENTS & REPORTS -Mayor Lee:

Upcoming Sales Tax Renewal. The current rate is 0.25% and generates approximately
$250,000.00 - $260,000.00 annually. These funds are dedicated to the sewer department. The tax
is up for renewal. I would encourage everyone to vote for it. If the tax does not pass the Town
will have no choice but to raise rates. Each household will see an increase of approximately
$20.00 - $25.00 per month. By law the sewer department must be self-sufficient.

We are in the process of obtaining quotes to demo the current splash pad. We hope to have the
demo completed by the end of October. We have a new design for the new splash pad. Will be
advertising for Sealed Public Bids for installation of the new splash pad. We plan to have it
operational by April 2026. Mayor Lee stated that Budget vs Actual Report were placed in the
Alderman's boxes.



LEGISLATIVE COMMENTS & REPORTS -

Alderman Schultheis — Reminder about the Trunk or Treat as well as Night Out Against Crime
on Saturday October 25 from 5-8 pm.

Alderman Galloway - I am the one that chose to want to give the elected officials a raise. I have
reasons behind it. I am only here one more year. I am doing this for the Alderman, the Mayor
and Chief. The last time the Alderman received a raise was 2010. Back then when they voted for
the Alderman’s salary to be $900.00 per month about 15 people ran for 5 positions. My first term
there were 9 people running. This term we only had 7 people running for 5 seats. We don’t want
people not to run because of the pay. This council works. The Town host 4 festivals that are free
to the town. If we have special council meetings “ex: the budget or the police department needs
more money” the council members have jobs. Not all of us have vacation time. Sometimes it
costs us to attend these meetings. I want to see good people run for these seats. Chief of Police is
not gonna come in everyday at $48,000.00 per year, that is a part time position. Joe is a bus
driver. He comes in everyday to work. He works the budget himself. Hopefully this ordinance
will pass. The police will have to figure their budget out even if Jack has to sit in the office and
do the paperwork himself. Maybe he can drop somebody part time. Same thing for the Mayor.
We must have somebody that is annal about the budget. Our police department is in rough shape.
We don’t control the police dept budget or schedule. I think all of you deserve a raise. People are
not gonna be abused for $900.00 per month.

This is for Cheryl: I know that the people that came for me, you shared it with them. I am upset
about they said about me. I am upset about the lie that they said we were going to raise taxes for
the raise. That is a lie. The taxes are for the sewer dept not raises. You have a vote. If you hate
this so bad just say it.

Cheryl’s response: I don’t agree with this ordinance. Not with the way things are in this world. It
is not a good time to be looking for a raise. I think others feel the same way. I'm not arguing
with you, I am just disagreeing with you. The only thing I posted on Facebook was the agenda.
If this is something you have a problem with, we can go outside in the parking lot after the
meeting. I am against this, end of discussion.

Mayor Lee: The tax is a renewal, and it is strictly for the sewer department.
Alderman - No additional comments
Alderman - No additional comments

POLICE CHIEF COMMENTS & REPORTS - Chief Sessions —

Captain Gerald Young gave the Police Report for the month of August 2025.

See attached for complete report.

Comments: I think the police department is in good shape. We just didn’t get the budget we asked
for at the beginning of the year. I can sit down with any of the Alderman to show there was no
misspending. Police work is unpredictable. Unfortunately, we still have unexpected expenses. We
are not always begging for money. We know how much we need. Next year there will be one
budget for the year. Our responsibility is to make sure that the town is safe and that takes money.



FIRE DISTRICT 11 -~ CHIEF DOCKERY - See attached for complete report.
We are also working on a trail derailment disaster plan. Once that is in place we will notify
everyone. It is very dry please be careful and follow all guidelines when burning.

RECREATION DISTRICT #5 - Skip Phillips: No representative
PLANNING & ZONING - Skip Phillips - No representative

PARISH COUNCIL DISTRICT #9 - David Cougle - The council just has a budget hearing.
They expect a 30% cut to the DA’s office. The council is looking for long-term solutions
possibly restructuring funds. The HRC has recommended having impeachment powers. This
could allow removal of directors appointed by the Parish President. Also discussed was making
some council seats at large. I will be introducing a new proposal in reference to the proposed
septic ordinance. Instead of inspecting every system, we would inspect/test the ditches. If a
problem is found the source could be isolated. This would be more cost effective.

SCHOOL BOARD - Mike Peterson — No Representative

ADJOURNED
CD’s available to purchase.
MEETING ADJOURNED
AT 7:57 PM.

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED THE 21st DAY OF October 2025

]
// Dot b u_‘r/“ / /
le Joe D. Lee Maude Griffis, Town Clerk




ST. TAMMANY FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT NO. 11

September 16, 2025

EMS

MVA

Service / GI
Trash/Grass Fire
Dispatched/ Cancel
Police Matter

False Alarm

Total

39

15

75

Jack Dockery, Fire Chief

Chiefs Report

For August 2025

P.O. Box 1210

Pear! River, LA 70452
Phone: 985.863.3132
Fax: 985.863.1834
www.stfpd11.org



PEARL RIVER POLICE DEPARTMENT

Jack Sessions, Chief of Police

September 16, 2025

August 1, thru August 31, 2025—PRPD STATS

Calls for Service: 1,392
Traffic Stops: 326
Follow-Up Investigations: 28

A narcotics arrest was made involving 2 ounces of cocaine,
and a firearm was also recovered from the subject. Several
arrests for marijuana and fentanyl possession were also
made.

Additionally, a subject was arrested on a warrant for
attempted murder after a shooting incident at a nightclub in

Texas. The subject has since been extradited back to Texas.

While working DWI grant, five arrests were made.

Jack Sessions
Chief of Police

39470 Willis Alley - Pear! River, Louisiana 70452 Phone (985) 863-5711
www.peaririverpolice.com




