TOWN OF PEARL RIVER
COUNCIL MEETING
August 19th, 2025, at 7:00 P.M.

CALL TO ORDER:
The Council Meeting was held at the Pearl River Town Hall and called to order by Mayor Lee at
7:00 p.m.

INVOCATION:
The Invocation was given by Alderman Galloway.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Lee.

ROLL CALL:

Present: Alderman Phillips, Alderman Franatovich, Alderman Moray (Absent), Alderman
Galloway and Alderman Schultheis, also present; Mayor Lee, Attorney Tim Mathison and Chief
Jack Sessions.

SPECIAL GUEST: FFA represented by Adain Franatovich, President, Makalya White,
Recorder, and Raylynn Scott, Secretary; they presented a plan to create a garden that includes
vegetables, fruit trees as well as wildflowers. The garden will be in the center of the walking path
in the Taylor Pointe Subdivision.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Mayor Lee called for the approval of the minutes for the July 15, 2025, Council Meeting.
Alderman Schultheis made a motion to accept, seconded by Alderman Galloway. Mayor Lee
called for a roll call vote; Alderman Phillips, Yea; Alderman Franatovich, Yea; Alderman
Galloway, Yea; Alderman Schultheis, Yea. All in favor, So moved.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
August 13, 2025 Special Meeting and
August 14, 2025 Special Meeting

Alderman Galloway made a motion to table the approval of the minutes; seconded by Alderman
Schultheis. All in favor, So moved.



RESOLUTIONS -

Resolution No. 25-07-02 — A Resolution relative to the re-subdivision of property located at
64079 Hwy. 11 and 64065 Hwy. 11, submitted by Arnold Crawford, Jr.; Alderman Schultheis
made a motion to accept, seconded by Alderman Phillips. Mayor Lee called for a roll call vote;
Alderman Phillips, Yea; Alderman Franatovich, Yea; Alderman Galloway, Yea; Alderman
Schultheis, Yea. All in favor, So moved.

Resolution No. 25-08-01 — A Resolution authorizing and approving the execution of an
equipment lease purchase agreement with Cadence Equipment Finance for Police Department
vehicles. Alderman Galloway made a motion to accept, seconded by Alderman Schultheis.

Discussion: Major Dean: Last December when the budget was passed, we spoke about the need
for vehicles. The money was moved in the line item for vehicles. We are currently spending
$3000.00 + on auto repairs. We have several officers who would like to speak about issues they
have with the current vehicles, some are breaking down in route to answer calls and others don’t
have air. With limited funds, having new vehicles with warranties would help. We will be
sending vehicles to be auctioned. Last year the auction generated appr. $20,000.00. The lease for
the new vehicles is 6 yrs. The vehicles must be leased; funds cannot be appropriated 6 yrs in
advance. The reality is that we need vehicles every 2 to 3 years.

Alderman Phillips: Do you have funds for insurance? Capt. Young: Insurance will be dropped
on 5 vehicles. We have | officer that is also a mechanic that helps us with cost. The monthly cost
for the vehicles will be appr $5,000.00 per month. The vehicles are equipped with the same
equipment that the State Police have. Alderman Galloway: Doesn’t want to see any officer
without a/c. We all have a budget, and you need to maintain the budget you were given.

Savanaha Ducote: Officers should not be working night shifts alone or having their hours
reduced. If something happens, we will be depending on the Sheriff’s Office to respond.

Mayor Lee requested that Ms. Ducote stick to the topic on the agenda. He has also acknowledged
the need for vehicles; however, it is up to the council to approve. Last December we introduced a
2.1-million-dollar budget, and we received 1.9 million.

Mayor Lee acknowledged the need for the vehicles We need authorization from the council to
enter into the contract. The PD received 3 new Tahoe’s 3 years ago. Major Dean responded: The
need for new vehicles continues. Law enforcement evolves and new things are coming out. We
are sure that the community wants the PD to have the best of the best. Solving crimes takes
technology and good police work. We always have to fight for every dime we get. We are asking
for these vehicles not because we want them because we are in dire need of them.

Bridgett Bennett: Explained that the total budget needs to be disbursed throughout 5 departments
not just the PD.

Nick Weatherman: We want our police dept to be healthy whole and safe. The vehicles need to
take priority over pretty things and officer safety.

Major Dean: We cannot always provide a vehicle for our reserve officers. We have an officer
who is also a mechanic that helps with cost. Alderman Phillips: It is commendable on trying to
get repairs done. If something happens to a vehicle that we fixed ourselves! Major Dean: Then



give us more money. Pick your poison! What is your solution? Alderman Phillips: It is your
budget, and we just gave the PD $125,000.00 to help with the budget. Major Dean says they
submitted a 2.1-million-dollar budget. Chief Sessions states we should have received
$300,000.00 that we agreed on.

Rebecca Noulette: How much was spent on the MRAP; Major Dean stated $15,000.00

Why weren’t those funds used for vehicles. Do we even use it? How often is it used? Major
Dean says they used it to block traffic at the parades. We had money in the budget for the MRAP
before purchasing the vehicles. Chief Sessions added the comment “That was the best purchase
we ever made”.

Alderman Franatovich: If this resolution is passed will you retain your personnel. Major Dean:
We don’t want to cut personnel. We may need to furlough additional personnel or lay off
personnel. It is up to the Chief.

Alderman Galloway: If this is passed, will you have enough to cover current payroll and get you
through the end of the year? Major Dean: Can’t say it is enough. Money has been moved to
salaries. We do not have any additional funds for training, equipment or uniforms. Could we
request a budget amendment for next meeting?

Mayor Lee called for a roll call vote; Alderman Schultheis, Yea; Alderman Galloway, Yea;
Alderman Franatovich, Yea; Alderman Phillips, Yea. All in favor, So moved.

Resolution No. 25-08-02 — A Resolution designating Mayor Lee to act on behalf of the Town
relative to a drainage Capital Outlay Project. Alderman Schultheis made a motion to accept,
seconded by Alderman Phillips. Mayor Lee called for a roll call vote; Alderman Phillips, Yea;
Alderman Franatovich, Yea; Alderman Galloway, Yea; Alderman Schultheis, Yea. All in favor,
So moved.

Resolution No. 25-08-03 — A Resolution designating Mayor Lee to act on behalf of the Town
relative to a sewer Capital Outlay Project. Alderman Schultheis made a motion to accept,
seconded by Alderman Phillips. Mayor Lee called for a roll call vote; Alderman Phillips, Yea;
Alderman Franatovich, Yea; Alderman Galloway, Yea; Alderman Schultheis, Yea. All in favor,
So moved.

ADMINISTRATIVE COMMENTS & REPORTS -Mayor Lee: Bianca with PEC made
reference to funding being available from LCDGB grant. The Town was approved to apply for
funding. We do not have a dollar amount at this point. If we receive the grant it will help with
funding the repairs. Our system is very old, and it is going to be expensive to make all the
necessary repairs. Mayor Lee stated that Budget vs Actual Report were placed in the Alderman's
boxes —

LEGISLATIVE COMMENTS & REPORTS -

Alderman Schultheis — Reminder that the Trunk or Treat will be held on October 25, 2025,
from 5:00 - 8:00 PM

Alderman Galloway — No Comments

Alderman Franatovich — No Comments



Alderman Phillips — On behalf of Skip Phillips who was unavailable tonight; Rec District 5 is
accepting donations of Native Louisiana Trees and/or Shrubs for the gazebo at the boat launch.
Thanks to the FFA for their presentation and hard work.

POLICE CHIEF COMMENTS & REPORTS - Chief Sessions —

Captain Gerald Young gave the Police Report for the month of J uly 2025.

See attached for complete report.

Comments: Major Dean: Skip Phillips stated that in his research small town police departments
are budgeted appr $407.00 per resident. I found that to be correct for 2019 and current police
budgets for small towns, average $750.00 per resident. Our population is growing. We have appr
2800 residents. The national average for police personnel is 3.5 officers per 1000 residents. Small
town average is 3.8 per 1000 (higher than the national average. We have 1.2 officers per 1000.
Major Dean stated that the nighttime officer will receive one of the new vehicles. Alderman
Galloway asked if the officer with no air (referring to Courtney Badon) will receive a new vehicle.
He stated her air was fixed. It was a $3,900.00 bill. Alderman Phillips states that the PD needs to
manage within their approved budget.

FIRE DISTRICT 11 - CHIEF DOCKERY - see attached for complete report.

The election for the millage rate has been moved from October 2025 to April 18, 2026.

The mills have been lowered by 2 mills We are under a heat advisory, remember to stay hydrated.
Mayor Lee: The April 18" ballot will also have the renewal for the .25% sales tax for the sewer
department. That millage brings in appr $250,000.00 without that revenue the Town will have no
alternative but to raise rates appr $20.00 per month.

RECREATION DISTRICT #5 - Skip Phillips: No Representative

PARISH COUNCIL DISTRICT #9 - David Cougle: HRC still trying to reduce the amount of
council members which would make the council full time positions with staff. Trying to reduce
high density developments. Ordinance will be introduced to prohibit council members from
using parish communications or property to promote personal business. Stephanie Berault has
been working to move the $88,000.00 to Rec District 5. The last item is the upcoming Septic
ordinance; this will give the Parish the authority to inspect your septic system without the
homeowner’s authorization. Families can be tagged with repairs or fines. This could impact
lower income families.

SCHOOL BOARD - Mike Peterson — No Representative
PLANNING & ZONING - Skip Phillips — No Representative
ADJOURNED
CD’s available to purchase.
MEETING ADJOURNED
AT 8:30 P.M.

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED THE 16th DAY OF September 2025

Maude Griffis, Town




ST TAMMANY FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT NO. 11

Jack Dockery, Fire Chief P.O. Box 1210
Pearl| River, LA 70452

Phone: 985.863.3132

Fax: 985.863.1834

www.stfpd11.org

August 12, 2025

Chiefs Report

For July 2025

EMS 39
MVA 6
Service / Gl 6
Trash/Grass Fire 1
Dispatched/ Cancel 5
Police Matter 3
False Alarm 7

Total 67



ﬁm PEARL RIVER POLICE DEPARTMENT

Jack Sessions, Chief of Police

August 19, 2025

July 1, thru July 31, 2025—PRPD STATS

Calls for service-1908

Traffic Stops- 352

Follow up Investigations-30

Child rape case cleared from 2016, Arrest made.

Narcotics arrest made 32 grams of marijuana, with semi-
automatic pistol which was linked to three shootings in New
Orleans at Hwy 41 and Hwy 41. ATF investigating along
with NOPD.

Vol

Captain Gerald Young

Patrol Commander

39470 Willis Alley - Pear! River, Louisiana 70452 Phone (985) 863-5711
www.peaririverpolice.com



