TOWN OF PEARL RIVER
COUNCIL MEETING
MARCH 18, 2025, at 7:00 P.M.

CALL TO ORDER:
The Council Meeting was held at the Pearl River Town Hall and called to order by Mayor Lee at
7:00 p.m.

INVOCATION:
The Invocation was given by Alderman Galloway.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Lee.

ROLL CALL:
Present: Alderman Phillips, Alderman Franatovich, Alderman Moray, Alderman Galloway and
Alderman Schultheis, also present; Mayor Lee, Attorney Tim Mathison and Chief Sessions.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Mayor Lee called for the approval of the minutes for the February 18, 2025, Council Meeting.
Alderman Galloway made a motion to accept, seconded by Alderman Moray. Mayor Lee called
for a roll call vote; Alderman Phillips, Yea; Alderman Franatovich, Yea; Alderman Moray, Yea;
Alderman Galloway, Yea; Alderman Schultheis, Yea. All in favor, So moved.

SPECIAL GUEST: Slidell Memorial Hospital: Represented by Sanding Badinger, CEQ and
Holly Sanchez, CAQ; explained the importance of voting “Yes™ to lowering the millage for the
hospital on May 3, 2025. This allows the hospital to obtain additional funds through grants. She
also gave an extensive presentation on the improvements and upgrades that the hospital is
making to stay updated with the most current equipment and stay competitive.

SPECIAL GUEST: PEC: Represented by Bianca Hillhouse; gave an updated overview of the
sewer improvement project. The previous plans are ready to go out for advertising. The wet
weather flow must be recalibrated and retested. Improvements may need to be made to the
clarifier in Phase 2. The pump station is locked and may need to be relocated to the front of the
property. Phase 3: The current DEQ permit will require a dichlorination unit at the end of the
chlorination chamber in three (3) years.

The wet weather flow issue has to do with the collection system. We are trying to get accurate
readings. Based on the population we should not have this much flow. We will be surveying to
see how many feet of linear feet of pipe will be needed. The wet flow exceeds 2 million gallons



per day. It has been recalibrated at 3 million and again at 4 million gallons per day. They are still
unable to obtain accurate readings.

PUBLIC HEARINGS-

RESOLUTIONS APPROVAL ~ R25-03-01 — a resolution relative to the Louisiana
Department of Environmental Quality Municipal Water Pollution Prevention audit. Alderman
Schultheis made a motion to accept, seconded by Alderman Phillips. Mayor Lee called for a roll
call vote; Alderman Phillips, Yea; Alderman Franatovich, Yea, Alderman Moray, Yea;
Alderman Galloway, Yea; Alderman Schultheis, Yea. Al in favor, So moved.

SPECIAL USE PERMIT APPLICATION: Alderman Galloway made a motion to take it off
the table, seconded by Alderman Schultheis. AH in favor, So moved.

Alderman Galloway made a motion to postpone indefinitely, seconded by Alderman Schultheis.
All in favor, So moved.

ADMINISTRATIVE COMMENTS & REPORTS —Mayor Lee: Mayor Lee stated that
Budget vs Actual Report were placed in the Alderman's boxes. The Town clean up this Saturday
March 22%; 5K race will be held on March 29%: Upcoming Easter Egg Hunt will be held on .
April 12; thanks to Jubilee for the candy and eggs. Any help will be appreciated in stuffing eggs.
Agile Cold Storage will be participating with eggs and candy as well as setting up to accept job
applications. The drainage project on Calhoun Street will be moving forward on March 25% or
26" estimated completion by August. Holmes Street should be ready to go out for a bid. We will
be calling a special meeting to introduce an Ordinance to offer community service. We are also
applying for a community block grant in the amount of $2 Million for the sewer project. We will
need to pass a resolution adopting a Citizens Participation Plan for the CBDG application
process. We will hold a special meeting on Tuesday March 25, 2025.

Major Dean: added that if we implement a community service program, we may want to get the
police department involved if one of the individuals commits a crime, with no police oversight
we may be opening ourselves up for a lawsuit. Mayor Lee: We will check with other municipals
to see how they run their program. There will be supervision. Attorney Mathison: To address
Major Dean’s concern - as part of the program there are built in immunities for instances like
that.

LEGISLATIVE COMMENTS & REPORTS -

Alderman Schultheis — No Comments

Alderman Galoway — Looking forward to the Easter Egg Hunt,

Alderman Moray — No Comments

Alderman Franatovich — No Comments

Alderman Phillips — Thanks to the town crew for cleaning up the ditch on Craddock Lane. Keep

the Jeansonne family in your prayers. Congratulations to the Mayors daughter. She competed in
the Academy of Science at LSU in Alexandria and won 1% place.



POLICE CHIEF COMMENTS & REPORTS — Chief Sessions —

Lt. Jayson Germann gave the Police Report for the month of February 2025.

See attached for the complete report.

Major Dean: We would like to discuss the insurance cost. Is there anything else we can do about
our health insurance? The cost is too high for the average officer for themselves and family. The
policy offered at no cost has high out of pocket costs and is not affordable for our officers.
Mayor Lee stopped the discussion. Mayor Lee stated that he has researched the insurance for
months. The Town has always paid for the employee only and cannot afford to pay more than we
are paying. These were the best 2 options. The out-of-pocket cost is higher but comparable to what
the School Board offers. Chief Sessions asked was the counsel part of the decision; Mayor Lee
stated it was an executive decision. Mayor Dean: We are not asking the Town to pay anymore; we
want the opportunity to explore other options that fit the officers’ needs. The contracts have been
signed.

Major Dean: 342 police officers we shot in the line of duty in 2024, 50 killed. A total of 61 officers
were ambushed in the line of duty, 79 shot, 18 killed. We were asked to obtain 3 estimates for a
fence, the quotes submitted were $16 thousand +; $18 thousand + and $36 thousand +. We need
to secure the back of the police dept for the safety of the officers. Mayor Lee sees the need for the
fence; Our departments also need access to that road to access the water tower. We have the funds
to install an electric gate but not to block off the entire area. A chain link fence is not sufficient.
The police department will grant access when we need it. Mayor Dean states that something is
going to happen, and it has been well documented. We need the entire perimeter closed. Mayor
Lee stated we have the funds in the budget to do what has been discussed. Major Dean asked is
$16,000 not worth the life of a police officer? We have $8,000.00 in the budget.

FIRE DISTRICT 11 - CHIEF DOCKERY - see attached for complete report.

RECREATION DISTRICT #5 - Skip Phillips: 5K race will be 03/29/2025; David Cougle
introduced me to Ms. Berault (our State Legislature) who is assisting with obtaining funds to
dredge the mouth of Pump Slough.

PARISH COUNCIL DISTRICT #9 — David Cougle: Mandatory Spay and Neuter Ordinance
has passed. Vouchers should be offered to help with cost. Re-dedication for Library funds will be
on the ballot 03/29/2025. There has been some interest in turning the 320+ acres into a State
Park. The HRC continues, the cost will increase if the ordinance reducing the council passes.

SCHOOL BOARD - Mike Peterson — No Representative
PLANNING & ZONING - Skip Phillips - No Comments
ADJOURNED
CD’s available to purchase.
MEETING ADJOURNED
AT 8:27 P.M.

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED THE 15th DAY OF APRIL 2025

t Joe D. Lee Maude Griffis, Town Clerk j ‘




PEARL RIVER POLICE DEPARTMENT

Jack Sessions, Chief of Police

The Month of Febuary, 2025
Total Calls Handled: 1624 Open Investigations: 12

Notable Incidents

The Pearl River Police Department completed another successful Mardi
Gras season with no major incidents. Not only did the Police Department
handle the Pearl River Parade but assisted other jurisdictions with their
parades thanks to the assistance of the Pearl River Police Reserves.

Notable Arrest

On February 21, while conducting speed enforcement, the Pearl River
Police Officer clocked a Nissan Sentra traveling 86 MPH in a 70 MPH zone.
Based on the traffic violation, the Officer conducted a traffic stop. During
the course of the traffic stop investigation, the Officer found the driver in
possession of a 9 mm Sig Sauer pistol that had been reported stolen. The
Driver was then placed under arrest for possession of a stolen handgun.

On February 24, Pearl River Officers received an alert from the Flock
System, (license plate reader) of a possible stolen vehicle approaching the
Town. The Officers obtained a description of the vehicle and staged in the
area waiting for the vehicle to approach. Officers located the vehicle at Hwy
41 and Spur 41. Once the Officers confirmed that the vehicle was stolen,
the Officers conducted a Felony Traffic Stop. The driver was placed under
arrest for possession of a stolen vehicle.

Arrests
Total Arrest: 41 Felony: 7 Misdemeanor: 29 Juvenile:8

DWI Arrest: 5 Arrest Warrants: 3 Search Warrants:1

35470 Willis Alley - Pearl River, Loulslane 70452 Phone |985) 853-5711
rovew peaticheroolionoam



PEARL R1VER POLICE DEPARTMENT

Narcotic Arrest: 12 Narcotic seized: 19 grams of Marijuana, 4 THC
Vapes

Weapons Seized: 9mm Sig Sauer.

Currency Seized:
Total Citations: 581

39470 Willis Alley - Pearl River, Louisians 70452 Phone (345 3635711



ST TAMMANY FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT NO. 11

March 18, 2025

EMS

MVA

Structure Fire
Service / Gi

False Alarm

Trash Fire
Dispatched/ Cancel

Total

32

12

63

Jack Dockery, Fire Chief

Chiefs Report

For February 2025

M/A FD7

P.QO. Box 1210

Pearl River, LA 70452
Phone: 985.863.3132
Fax: 885.863.1834
www stfpd11.org



